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1914 Legendary Truce | World War |

“First the Germans would sing one of their carols and then
we would sing one of ours, until when we started up ‘O
Come, All Ye Faithful’ the Germans immediately joined in
singing the same hymn to the Latin words Adeste Fideles.
And | thought, well, this is really a most extraordinary thing
- two nations both singing the same carol in the middle of a
war.” - Graham williams of the Fifth London Rifle Brigade

The next morning, in some places, German soldiers emerged from their trenches,
calling out “Merry Christmas” in English. Allied soldiers came out warily to greet
them. In others, Germans held up signs reading “You no shoot, we no shoot.” Over
the course of the day, troops exchanged gifts of cigarettes, food, buttons and
hats. The Christmas truce also allowed both sides to finally bury their dead
comrades, whose bodies had lain for weeks on “no man’s land,” the ground

between opposing trenches.
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